	 
	

	
	
	


12 June 2013
No. 601
Act on the Accreditation of Institutions of Higher Education
WE, MARGRETHE THE SECOND, by the Grace of God Queen of Denmark, hereby make known that the
Danish Parliament has passed and we have given our Royal Assent to the following Act:
	Part 1
Scope of the Act
1. The Act applies to the accreditation of institutions of higher education under the Danish Ministry of Science, Innovation and Higher Education and to the accreditation of the study programmes offered by these educational institutions. The Act also applies to the accreditation of the maritime educational institutions.
(2) The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education may determine that the Act applies to the accreditation of study programmes and educational institutions under other ministries, as well as salaried higher study programmes undertaken with an employer in the course of employment.
Part 2
The Danish Accreditation Agency
2. The Danish Accreditation Agency is a professionally independent institution within the public administration involved in the accreditation of the institutions of higher education that are subject to Section 1, as well as their study programmes.
(2) The Danish Accreditation Agency prepares accreditation reports for the purpose of the Accreditation Council's decisions concerning the accreditation of educational institutions and study programmes. Accreditation takes place on the basis of centrally laid down criteria.
(3) The Danish Accreditation Agency must comply with international standards, and must also collect national and international experience of relevance to accreditation.
(4) The Director General of the Danish Accreditation Agency is appointed by the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education on the recommendation of the Accreditation Council.
The Accreditation Council
3. The Accreditation Council is a professionally independent council. The Accreditation Council lays down a set of rules of procedure.

	(2) The Accreditation Council makes decisions concerning the accreditation of institutions of higher education and their study programmes, cf. Section 1, on the basis of accreditation reports prepared by the Danish Accreditation Agency, cf. (3), however.
(3). For professional reasons, or in order to test the competitiveness of the Danish Accreditation Agency, the Accreditation Council may decide to use an operator other than the Danish Accreditation Agency for the preparation of accreditation reports. The selected operator must be included in the European Quality Assurance Register.
(4) The Danish Accreditation Agency undertakes secretarial duties for the Accreditation Council.
4. The Accreditation Council consists of a chairman and eight members.
(2) The chairman is appointed by the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education.
(3) The Minister appoints the members of the Accreditation Council, two of whom must, however, be appointed on the recommendation of the student representatives on the boards and councils of the educational institutions offering higher education under the Minister.
(4) The chairman and members of the Accreditation Council must between them possess knowledge and experience within quality assurance, higher education, research, development and labour market conditions for graduates. At least one member must have international accreditation experience.
(5) The chairman and members of the Accreditation Council may serve for a maximum period of eight years, comprising at least two terms of office. The members appointed on the recommendation of the student representatives, cf. (3), may serve for a maximum of two years, however, comprising at least two terms of office. If the chairman or a member retires prematurely, a substitute is appointed pursuant to (2) and (3). At the time of the appointment, the length of the term of office is decided, cf. the first sentence.
5. The Accreditation Council publishes all accreditation reports and a full overview of all accreditation applications and the results thereof, as well as an overview of the educational institutions and study programmes accredited by the Accreditation Council.
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	(2) The Danish Accreditation Agency and the Accreditation Council publish annual reports on their activities.
Part 3
Accreditation of institutions of higher education (institution accreditation)
6. An educational institution that is subject to Section 1(1) undergoes institution accreditation with focus on the ongoing systematic work of the educational institution to safeguard and develop the quality and relevance of its study programmes.

(2) As a general rule, institution accreditation takes place for the entire educational institution as a whole, although in special cases an educational institution may request that the Accreditation Council undertakes the accreditation of the educational institution for one or more administrative units at a time. Prior to its decision, the Accreditation Council consults the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education concerning the request.
(3) As part of the accreditation of the institution, a review and assessment is carried out to ascertain whether the quality assurance systems in practice deliver quality and relevance on the level of the study programmes and the offerings of study programmes. 
7. In connection with the accreditation of an institution, the Danish Accreditation Agency appoints an accreditation panel.
(2) The accreditation panel has at least three members and consists of professional experts who among them have experience from the higher education sector in general, as well as from the international quality assurance of educational institutions.
(3) The panel undertakes an accreditation assessment of the educational institution.
(4) On this basis, the Danish Accreditation Agency prepares an accreditation report.
(5) At the request of an educational institution, the Accreditation Council may base its decision concerning accreditation of the institution fully or partly on an accreditation report from another internationally recognised operator, to the extent that such report documents that the educational institution fulfils the criteria laid down pursuant to Section 8(2).
8. The Accreditation Council makes a decision on the educational institution's application for accreditation of the institution on the basis of the accreditation report. The decision may be a positive institution accreditation, a conditional positive institution accreditation, or a refusal of accreditation of the institution.
(2) The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education lays down rules of procedure for institution accreditation, including criteria for institution accreditation, with focus on quality and relevance.
9. Institutions with a positive institution accreditation are entitled to establish new study programmes and new offerings of study programmes after these have been pre-qualified and approved, cf. Sections 18 and 21, and to make adjustments to existing study programmes. The establishment of new study programmes and new offerings of study programmes, and adjustments to existing study programmes, must take place in accordance with the educational institution's quality assurance policy and strategy. A positive institution accreditation is valid for a maximum of six years.
	(2) Educational institutions that have commenced an institution accreditation process are entitled to the same rights as stated in (1), first sentence. New study programmes and new offerings of study programmes may not be established, however, until the educational institution has gained a positive institution accreditation.
(3) Before the expiry of the institution accreditation period, the educational institution must be re-accredited.
10. A conditional positive institution accreditation means that all new study programmes and new offerings of study programmes must be accredited before they are established. The Accreditation Council determines the period of validity of the conditional positive institution accreditation, which is a maximum of two years, however. The educational institution may make adjustments to existing study programmes.
(2) In its decision, the Accreditation Council states a follow-up plan. Before the expiry of the period of validity determined according to (1), second sentence, the Accreditation Council makes a new decision in accordance with (3) concerning institution accreditation, on the basis of a supplementary accreditation report which solely considers the criteria that were not fulfilled by the educational institution in the first decision.
(3) The decision made in accordance with (2), second sentence may either be a positive institution accreditation, or a refusal of institution accreditation.
11. A refusal of institution accreditation means that the educational institution may not establish new study programmes or new offerings of study programmes, and that existing study programmes must be accredited based on a rotation schedule, cf. Section 32. The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education may grant exemptions from this, however, based on a concrete assessment. The educational institution may make adjustments to existing study programmes.
(2) Following a dialogue with the educational institution, the Accreditation Council determines when the educational institution may reapply for institution accreditation. Reapplications for institution accreditation are considered on the basis of the rules in Section 8.

12. If a maritime educational institution gains conditional positive accreditation, or is refused accreditation, the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education performs a concrete assessment of the follow-up that is to take place.
(2) The Minister lays down more detailed rules for such follow-up in accordance with (1).
Accreditation of study programmes and offerings of study programmes at institutions of higher education (programme accreditation)
13. In connection with the accreditation of a programme, the Danish Accreditation Agency appoints an accreditation panel.
(2) The accreditation panel has at least three members and consists of professional experts who among them have experience from the higher education sector in general, as well as from the international quality assurance of educational institutions.
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	(3) The panel undertakes an accreditation assessment of the study programme or offering of study programme. 
(4) On this basis, the Danish Accreditation Agency prepares an accreditation report.
(5) At the request of an educational institution, the Accreditation Council may base its decision concerning accreditation of the programme fully or partly on an accreditation report from another internationally recognised operator, to the extent that such report documents that the programme fulfils the criteria laid down pursuant to Section 14(2).
14. Based on the accreditation report, the Accreditation Council makes a decision on the educational institution's application for programme accreditation. For new study programmes and new offerings of study programmes, the decision may be a positive accreditation of the programme, or a refusal of accreditation of the programme. For existing study programmes and offerings of study programmes, the decision may be a positive accreditation of the programme, a conditional positive accreditation of the programme, or a refusal of accreditation of the programme.

(2) The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education lays down rules of procedure for the accreditation and approval of study programmes and offerings of study programmes, including criteria for the accreditation of study programmes and offerings of study programmes.
15. A positive accreditation of a programme makes it possible for the educational institution to offer the programme in question. The accreditation of the programme is valid for six years, after which the study programme or offering of study programme must be re-accredited, unless the educational institution in the meantime has achieved positive or conditional positive institution accreditation.
16. A conditional positive accreditation of a programme makes it possible for the educational institution to continue to offer the programme in question. The programme is offered on the condition that within a period determined by the Accreditation Council the educational institution addresses the issues that led to the conditional positive accreditation of the programme.
(2) In its decision, the Accreditation Council states a follow-up plan. Before the expiry of the period determined according to (1), second sentence, the Accreditation Council makes a new decision concerning accreditation of the programme, on the basis of a supplementary accreditation report that solely considers the criteria that were not fulfilled by the programme in the first decision.
(3) The Accreditation Council must make a new decision, which may be a positive accreditation of the programme, or a refusal of accreditation of the programme, irrespective of whether, in the meantime, the educational institution has achieved positive or conditional positive institution accreditation.
17. A refusal of accreditation of a programme means that the educational institution is not entitled to offer the programme in question.
(2) The educational institution may not reapply for accreditation of the study programme or offering of the study programme until a new pre-qualification has taken place, cf. Section 18.
	Part 4
Pre-qualification and approval of new study programmes and new offerings of study programmes
18. New study programmes and new offerings of study programmes must be pre-qualified by the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education prior to their establishment. Pre-qualification is an assessment of the expediency of the new study programme or the new offering of a study programme in socio-economic and education-policy terms, and of whether it generally fulfils the applicable statutory requirements.
(2) The Minister may obtain supplementary professional guidance as the basis for the pre-qualification.
19. The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education appoints an advisory committee to assess the range of higher study programmes offered. The committee assesses the applications for pre-qualification and advises the Minister on related issues of principle.
(2) The advisory committee to assess the range of higher study programmes offered has five to seven members, who are all appointed by the Minister. The committee nominates its own chairman. The members are appointed on a personal basis and may not hold board or executive positions at institutions of higher education, nor may they hold personal or financial interests in the activities of the advisory committee to assess the range of higher study programmes offered.
(3) The members of the advisory committee to assess the range of higher study programmes offered must among them have broad insights into the entire higher education field, as well as the related socio-economic considerations and priorities. One member must also have international experience.
(4) The members may serve for a maximum period of six years, comprising at least two terms of office.
20. The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education lays down rules for pre-qualification, including pre-qualification criteria, rules for the work of the advisory committee to assess the range of higher study programmes offered, and requirements of the information to be provided by the educational institution for the purpose of pre-qualification. 
21. Based on the pre-qualification, the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education decides on the approval of a new study programme or a new offering of a study programme.
(2) For educational institutions that have commenced institution accreditation, approval is subject to the condition of subsequent positive accreditation of the institution.
(3) If the educational institution has only achieved conditional institution accreditation, the approval is subject to the condition that the study programme or offering of study programme subsequently achieves positive programme accreditation, cf. Section 14.
(4) The Minister lays down rules for approval.
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	Part 5
Other provisions
22. The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education may at his or her own instigation, or at the request of the Accreditation Council, the labour market parties or the students, select study programmes or offerings of study programmes presenting special quality-related challenges for review.
(2) The Minister lays down the rules for such review, including the role of the Danish Accreditation Agency.
23. During the period of accreditation of an institution or programme, the Accreditation Council may at its own instigation, or at the request of the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education, investigate whether the criteria are still fulfilled.
(2) If the criteria for the accreditation of an institution are no longer fulfilled, the Accreditation Council withdraws the accreditation and reports this to the Minister immediately. The Accreditation Council then undertakes a new accreditation of the institution and makes a decision, cf. Section 8.
(3) If the criteria for the accreditation of a programme are no longer fulfilled, the Accreditation Council withdraws the accreditation. If the Accreditation Council withdraws the accreditation, the Accreditation Council must report this to the Minister immediately, and the Minister then withdraws the approval.
(4) The educational institution must notify the Accreditation Council if the criteria are no longer fulfilled, or in the event of any doubt.
24. The educational institutions' range of study programmes offered abroad are governed by the rules in this Act, cf. (3), however. On the accreditation of their programmes, the universities may, however, themselves choose which quality assurance institution to use, cf. Section 3 a of the Danish University Act. If the educational institution chooses to use the Danish Accreditation Agency for the accreditation of its programmes, payment will be required, cf. Section 27(3).
(2) If the universities use another quality assurance institution, cf. (1), second sentence, the quality assurance is based on this institution's criteria.
(3) The rules for pre-qualification of new programmes abroad only apply to new study programmes and offerings of study programmes for which state grants are rendered.
25. Even if they have achieved institution accreditation, the educational institutions may at their own instigation and against payment, cf. section 27(3), request the Accreditation Council to undertake accreditation of a study programme or offering of a study programme, cf. Section 14.
Accreditation of other educational institutions etc.
26. The Accreditation Council accredits institutions of higher education and study programmes within the area of responsibility of the Minister for Culture. The Minister for Culture lays down detailed accreditation and pre-qualification rules within the area of responsibility of the Ministry of Culture, as well as criteria for institution accreditation and programme accreditation, with focus on quality and relevance.
	(2) The Accreditation Council may accredit programmes or educational institutions under other ministries. The Minister concerned concludes an agreement to this effect with the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education, who then notifies the Accreditation Council. The Minister in question may lay down rules for such accreditation.
Economic conditions
27. The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education bears the costs of the Accreditation Council and of the Danish Accreditation Agency.
(2) In so far as the Accreditation Council accredits programmes and educational institutions under other ministries, cf. Section 26, the related costs are borne by the Minister concerned.
(3) The accreditation of study programmes in accordance with Sections 24 and 25 takes place as income-generating activities.
Access to appeal etc.
28. Decisions made by the Accreditation Council may not be referred to other administrative authorities, cf. (2) below, however.
(2) Appeals concerning legal issues regarding the Accreditation Council's decisions may be referred to the Danish Agency for Universities and Internationalisation by the parties within 14 days of the parties' receipt of notice of a decision. The decisions of the Agency for Universities and Internationalisation in these cases may not be brought before any other administrative authority.
29. The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education may authorise an authority under the Ministry or other authorities, after negotiation with the Minister concerned, to exercise the powers given under this Act to the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education.
(2) The Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education may lay down rules governing the access to appeal decisions made under powers granted pursuant to (1), for example that such decisions may not appealed.

(3) After negotiation with the Minister concerned, the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education may lay down rules governing the use of the powers granted to another authority, following negotiations with the Minister concerned, pursuant to (1).

Part 6
Commencement and interim provisions
30. This Act enters into force on 1 July 2013.
(2) Act no. 294 of 27 March 2007 on the Accreditation Agency for Higher Education is repealed.
(3) Order no. 684 of 27 June 2008 on the Accreditation and Approval of Academy Profession and Professional Bachelor Programmes, etc. (Bekendtgørelse nr. 684 af 27. juni 2008 om akkreditering og godkendelse af erhvervsakademiuddannelser og professionsbacheloruddannelser mv.), Order no. 1174 of 1 December 2008 on the Accreditation and Approval of Higher Education Programmes under the Ministry of Culture (Bekendtgørelse nr. 1174 af 1. december 2008 om akkreditering og godkendelse af videregående uddannelser under Kulturministeriet), and Order no. 1402 of 14 December 2009 on Criteria for the Relevance and Quality of University Study Programmes and on Procedures for Approval of University Study Programmes (Bekendtgørelse nr. 1402 af 14. december 2009 om kriterier for universitetsuddannelsers relevans og kvalitet og om sagsgangen ved godkendelse af universitetsuddannelser), will remain in force until they are repealed or replaced by rules laid down pursuant to this Act.
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	(4) The chairman and members of the Accreditation Council who are appointed according to the current rules continue to serve on the Accreditation Council until the chairman and new members of the Accreditation Council have been appointed in accordance with Section 4.
31. Until an educational institution has achieved institution accreditation, its study programmes are subject to the rules for programme accreditation, cf. Section 14, although the accreditation of existing study programmes and offerings of study programmes according to a rotation schedule will be suspended for the individual educational institution in connection with the institution accreditation process.
(2) If the first institution accreditation is refused, the accreditation of existing study programmes and offerings of study programmes according to a rotation schedule must continue, cf. Section 14.
	(3) For fixed-term approvals of study programmes given pursuant to either the Danish Act on Academy Profession and Professional Bachelor Programmes (Lov om erhvervsakademiuddannelser og professionsbacheloruddannelser), or the Danish Act on Vocational Basic Training and Further Adult Education (Further Education System for Adults) (Lov om erhvervsrettet grunduddannelse og videregående uddannelse (videreuddannelsessystemet) for voksne), the time limitation will lapse.
32. The Accreditation Council draws up a proposed plan for institution accreditation based on the educational institutions' applications to this effect. At the same time, a proposal is drawn up for the adjustment of the plan for the accreditation of existing study programmes according to a rotation schedule. The plans are submitted to the Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education for approval.
33. The Act does not apply to the Faroe Islands and Greenland.


Given at Christiansborg Palace, 12 June 2013
Under Our Royal Hand and Seal
MARGRETHE R.
/Morten Østergaard
